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wicked It is full of terrors. After the talqin the sheikh may
lift his voice in the call to prayer. Sometimes the grave-
diggers wash their implements and their hands over the
grave. At a town funeral the citizens shake hands with the
relatives of the dead, while the fellahln salute them by
touching foreheads, and sometimes offer presents. Much
rivalry is shown by villagers, not related to the dead, in the
matter of dinner invitations to out-of-town guests, who often
find themselves in a state of agreeable embarrassment of
choice. The relatives, however, may furnish food to the
women, who partake of it sitting under a tree. During the
days of mourning, which may range from three to eight, both
sexes go to the grave to listen to readings by the sheikh,
which the dead is supposed to hear. On the third day
there may be a "zikr" or ejaculatory calling on the name
of God. Sometimes food is brought to be eaten at the
grave. The cemetery may be visited every Thursday after
the death occurs and then annually on the Thursday of the
dead. Notwithstanding the prohibition of the Koran di-
rected against the erection of tombs and monuments, these
are common throughout Islam. Against this practice 'the
Wahabis protested in vain. Some of the mausoleums are
elaborate. The ordinary cemetery usually shows a forest
of head-stones in which, there are often niches for small
oil-lamps, to be lighted on Thursday evenings. A turban
surmounting the head-stone indicates the grave of a male.
A practice analogous to the saying of masses for the dead
has already been described.1
III.   the shi'ah sect
Thus far this presentation of Islam has followed the
practices of the Sunnis, or self-called Traditionalists, who
form a very large majority of the Moslems of Syria and
Palestine. Scattered over these lands, however, are num-
bers of Shi'ahs, literally followers—that is, followers of 'Ali,
first cousin to the prophet and husband of his favorite
daughter Fatima. They prefer to be called simply Moslems,
1 See foot-note on p. 214.

